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Welcome, New Members 


Ottawa Area 


John Balfour & family 

Bruce Bennett & family 

David Britton & family 

Jim Buchanan & Cheryl Ha nn i m an 

Tom Casey 

Jo Ellen Cushing & family 
Rose Cusson 
Mary Doolan 
Micheline Ghanem 
Sally Gray 
Jim Inrig & family 
Annabelle Jessop 
James Kirkhope & family 


Michelle L. Lee 
Rebecca M. Maertens 
Lavena Mikoleit 
Rita Morbia 
Beverly Peterkin 

Suzanne Rochford & John Ovcacik 

Peter Rorke 

Art Ross & family 

Ann Seuntjens & family 

Betty Sparham 

Guy Tremblay & family 

Ken Walton 


Other Areas 

Paul Hendricks, Missoula, Montana 
Ann e. Johnson, Lisbon, New York 
Mary Kunzler-Larmann, Canastota, New York 
Carol McIntyre, Fairbanks, Alaska 
Margaret McLeod, Perth, Ontario 
Scott Rutherford, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 




Dave Smythe 
Membership Committee 
February, 1998 


46 






“Golden Anniversary” 
Membership List 1930-1998 



Dave Smythe 
Membership Chair 


1930 

Dr. W. E. Ricker 

Nanaimo, BC 

1933 

Loris S. Russell 

Toronto, ON 

1934 

C. H. Kindle 

Upper Nyack, NY 

1935 

J. E. V. Goodwill 

Victoria, BC 

1936 

W. H. Minshall 

London, ON 

1941 

T. H. Manning 

Merrickville, ON 

1942 

R. Yorke Edwards 

Victoria, BC 

1943 

Dr. C. Stuart Houston 

Saskatoon, SK 

1943 

Mrs. Sheila Thomson 

Ottawa, ON 

1944 

Mrs. Verna McGiffin 

Amprior, ON 

1944 

Dr. D. B. O. Savile 

Ottawa, ON 

1944 

Miss Mary E. Stuart 

Ottawa, ON 

1946 

Dr. C. Frankton 

Ottawa, ON 

1946 

Dr. J. M. Gillett 

Ottawa, ON 

1946 

Dr. V. E. F. Solman 

Ottawa ON 

1947 

W. J. Cody 

Ottawa, ON 

1947 

Dr. W. A. Fuller 

Athabaska, AB 

1947 

W. Earl Godfrey 

Ottawa, ON 

1948 

David Erskine 

Willowdale, ON 


This year we added David Erskine to our list. The President has sent him a 
letter of congratulations and a silver Club pin to commemorate the occasion. 

Three long time members of the Club passed away: Harold Senn (Victoria, 
BC), a member since 1939, Pauline Snure (Ottawa, ON) an Honorary Member 
and member since 1941, and Hugh Raup (Petersham, MA), an Honorary 
Member and member since 1944.n 
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Crossword 

D.L. H. Davidson 



Across 
1. Swansongs. 

6. You can’t eat off this if it is tectonic. 

9. Fishing - for compliments? 

10. This is wearing. 

11. Dropped by Cockneys. 

12. For hounds it is a leash, otherwise a crowd. 

13. Angus is a male child; he speaks effusively. 
15. One’s bearing. 

19. A rake, but not used in the garden. 

20. He digs for rock. 

23. Tortoise shells but not butterflies. 

24. Vessels used by the medical profession. 

26. Sounds like it is only a feline - more like 
a mongoose. 

27. Elite, not liked by those with 25d phobia. 

28. Teeth not used to bite 

29. A greeting or a sign of terror. 


Down 

1. Arboreal marsupial has fury to finish. 

2. Could describe a hawk, an owl or a jar. 

3. Eight in a layer makes taller. 

4. Denial. 

5. A reef but not a knot. 

6. A quiet girl friend; she could be golden. 

7. A fat clue here. 

8. He is on Sesame Street 
14. Hoards — rodents. 

16. Environmentally friendly. 

17. A search for part of an atom, or an 

answer. 

18. Fissures ending in bad habits. 

21. Adds flavour. 

22. A drink to stop a rumour. 

23. A tailed object seen at night. 

25. A market place can lead to a phobia. 
(Solution on page 79.) 
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The 119 th 

Annual Business Meeting 

Dave Smythe 

The Great Ice Storm of 1998 managed to delay but not cancel the 119 th Ann ual 
Business Meeting. Fortunately we were able to reschedule it from January 13 to 
January 27 and advertise this fact with an insert in the delayed mailing of T&L. 
Attendance was down, perhaps because of rescheduling, but 31 members 
turned up to hear about the Club’s accomplishments in 1997 and to elect a new 
Council. 

The Chairperson Dave Moore allowed a half-hour for review of the documents 
on the agenda before calling the meeting to order. The minutes of the 118 th 
meeting were adopted after two typographical errors were noted. There was 
no business arising from the minutes and no communications to the Club that 
related to the meeting. 

Our new Treasurer, Simon Shaw, introduced the financial statements for the 
year ending September 30,1997, pointing out two innovations this year: a state¬ 
ment which shows year-to-year changes in a very concise form, and a listing of 
the Club’s investments. As you migh t expect, our investments are limited to 
safe, interest-bearing securities. Total equity has decreased by $37,000 as the re¬ 
sult of increases in the costs of operating the Club and the CFN, and the antici¬ 
pated loss in revenue from the publication of a special issue of the CFN. Due 
to unforseen circumstances, the Auditor’s report was not available for the meet¬ 
ing and the financial statements were therefore accepted subject to a favour¬ 
able report from the Auditor. 

The full text of the Committee reports will be published in the Canadian Field- 
Naturalist but what follows are some of the highlights. I have not included the 
activities of the Awards Committee which were covered in the July-September 
1997 issue of T&L. 

The Birds Committee organized the ‘May Birding Challenge,’ a birding journal 
competition for school-age children to create and promote interest in birding 
in the youth community and to foster field skills. There were 42 participants, 
each of which received a letter and a small token, and three pairs of binoculars 
and three field guides were awarded to the winners. Members of the Commit¬ 
tee collaborated with the Ministry of Natural Resources to monitor the fledging 
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of a Peregrine Falcon chick that had hatched on the roof of a downtown office 
building. 

The Computer Management Committee improved the Club’s computing capa¬ 
bilities by installing a new machine for the production of T&L and upgrading 
the old T&L machine for use by the editor of the CFN. New accounting soft¬ 
ware was purchased for the Treasurer’s Assistant. Several Club members as¬ 
sisted the Committee in setting up a web site which now features information 
provided by various Club Committees - if you are on the Internet, try it out at 
www.achilles.net/ofnc. 

The fight to preserve the environment is never-ending and the Conservation 
Committee continued to represent the Club on local environmental issues at 
the Regional and Municipal levels. In particular, it participated in a review of 
Regional environmental policies, assisted the City of Ottawa in the creation 
of a Greenway System Management Plan, and participated in the Canadian 
Museum of Nature’s round table to prepare an Environmental Stewardship 
Plan for the Museum’s Aylmer facility. 

At the Provincial level, the Committee made written and oral briefs to the 
“Lands For Life” planning process for Ontario. 

The Education & Publicity Committee attended six major events: the Ottawa 
Boat and Sportsman Show, the Ottawa Spring Home Show, the Carleton 
Teachers Federation Conference, an Environmental expo at Statistics Canada, 
the Greenway Exposition, and National Wildlife Week. It also provided judges 
and prizes for the annual Science Fair. 

The Excursions & Lectures Committee arranged 45 outings in 1997 including 
major and popular excursions to Presqu’ile and Point Pelee. It also organized 
nine regular monthly meetings at the Canadian Museum of Nature, the annual 
Soirde, two workshops dealing with owls and migrant birds and a lecture on the 
hidden world of birds. 

If you visited the Fletcher Wildlife Garden this summer you appreciate how 
much work has gone into improving the Backyard Garden and surrounding 
areas thanks to the efforts of Gillian Boyd and many other volunteers. This 
year the Garden hosted events for Earth Day, the Taverner Cup competition. 
Migratory Birds Day, an Environment Fair, a plant exchange held jointly with 
the Canadian Wildflower Society, a garage sale, and the Canadian Cancer 
Society Garden Tour. 

Many improvements have been made to the Interpretative Centre including a 
new heating system and the Centre is now regularly used for meetings by the 
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OFNC Council, its Committees, and the local chapter of CPAWS. The Ottawa 
Valley Chapter of the Canadian Wildflower Society has been invited to use the 
Centre as a base for its meetings. 

The Macoun Field Club held regular indoor meetings and field trips during the 
school year. A membership gap in the middle age group required that it be tem¬ 
porarily merged with the youngest group. 

The Membership Committee reported that membership was down about 5% 
from the 1996 level to 976. Three long time Golden Anniversary members of 
the Club passed away: Harold Senn, a member since 1939, Pauline Snure, an 
Honorary Member and member since 1941, and Hugh Raup, an Honorary 
Member and member since 1944. 

Pat “Mickey” Narraway, Chairperson of the Membership Committee for the 
past five years, was forced to retire from the Committee this year due to ill 
health. 

The Publications Committee is very pleased that five issues of the Canadian 
Field-Naturalist were published in 1997, bringing that publication right up to 
date. Thanks for this achievement to Editor Francis Cook and his colleagues. 
Issue 1 for 1997 was a special issue “The Orchids in the Ottawa District” by 
Joyce and Alan Reddoch. In 1997, about 30% of the articles in Trail & Land¬ 
scape were related to flora, a change from recent years when articles on birds 
dominated. 

Publication of “The Butterflies of Canada” by P. Hall, D. Lafontaine, and 
R. Layberry, to which the Club has contributed financially, was originally 
expected in 1997 but has been delayed to 1998. 

Rob Lee gave a slide presentation on the history of the Macoun Field Club. 
Pictures of former members, many of whom have gone on to careers in the 
biological sciences, and pictures of past field trips, evoked fond memories for 
members of the audience. This year is the 50 th anniversary of the Club and Rob 
said that a celebration of that event will be held in June. 

On behalf of the Nominating Committee, Fr ank Pope reported that there were 
no nominations forthcoming from notices placed in the CFN and T&L. There 
has been such little demand for the services of a Corresponding Secretary in 
the past few years that the Committee recommended that the position be left 
vacant in 1998. The following slate was approved by the meeting (new members 
are indicated by an asterisk and chairmanship of a committee is noted in brack¬ 
ets): 
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Council Members 


President 
Vice-President 
Vice-President 
Recording Secretary 
Corresponding Secretary 
Treasurer 


Dave Moore 

Dave Smythe (Membership) 
Eleanor Zurbrigg 
Garry McNulty 
(vacant) 

Simon Shaw 


Ronald Bedford (Publications) 
Michael Brandreth* 

Stephen Bridgett 

Fenja Brodo 

William Cody 

Francis Cook 

Ellaine Dickson 

Barbara Gaertner 

Alan German (Computer Man.) 


Anthony Halliday* (Finance) 

Jeffrey Harrison (Fletcher Wildlife Garden) 
Philip Martin (Excursions & Lectures) 
Cheryl McJannet* (Education & Publicity) 
Isabelle Nicol 
Frank Pope (Nominating) 

Stanley Rosenbaum (Conservation) 

Chris Traynor (Birds) 

Dorothy Whyte* 


Five members of the 1997 Council chose not to stand for re-election: Lee 
Cairnie, Michael Murphy, Pat Narraway, Tom Reeve, and Ken Young. Frank 
thanked them for their contribution to the Club. n 



OFNC Committees for 1998 

Frank Pope 

Here are the names of the members who will be operating your Club in 1998. 
Committee chairs appear in bold letters with their telephone numbers. These 
names were approved by the Council at its meeting on Februrary 9th. Should 
you have any questions, comments, complaints or compliments pertaining to 
the operations of a committee, pleased speak to a member of the relevant com¬ 
mittee or give the chair a call. 
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AWARDS 

Stephen Darbyshire 
(231-5458) 

Cendrine Huemer 
Isabelle Nicol 
Ken Taylor 
Ewen Todd 
Dorothy Whyte 

BIRDS 

Chris Traynor (273-4714) 
Ken Allison 
Colin Bowen 
Laurie Consaul 
Bruce Di Labio 
Cendrine Huemer 
Bemie Ladouceur 
Christina Lewis 
Bev McBride 
Daniel Perrier 
Gordon Pringle 
Daniel St-Hilaire 
Bev Scott 
Michael Tate 
Eve Ticknor 

BIRD RECORDS 
(subcommittee) 

Bruce Di Labio (599-8733) 
Colin Bowen 
Bob Gorman 
Paul Jones 
Bemie Ladouceur 
Gordon Pringle 
Daniel St-Hilaire 
Michael Tate 

COMPUTER 
MANAGEMENT 
Alan German (747-9668) 
Trisha Blasko 
Colin Bowen 
Stephen Bridgett 
Sandy Garland 
Sandra Gushue 
Donna Hutchings 
Michael Murphy 
Thomas Reeve 


CONSERVATION 
Stanley Rosenbaum 
(596-4288) 

Roland Beshari 
Michael Brandreth 
Lynne Bricker 
Terry Clarke 
Lynn Gillespie 
Christine Hanrahan 
David Hobden 
Ian Huggett 
James Kuhns 
Peter Mix 
Michael Murphy 
Frank Pope 
David Sebum 
Ewen Todd 

EDUCATION & 
PUBLICITY 

Cheryl Mcjannet (836-4466) 

Betty Campbell 

Douglas Crombie 

Don Davidson 

Jean McGugan 

Tom Reeve 

EXCURSIONS & 
LECTURES 

Philip Martin (729-3218) 
Robina Bennett 
Michael Brandreth 
Ellaine Dickson 
Eileen Evans 
Colin Gaskell 
Rick Leavens 
Catherine O’Keefe 

FINANCE 

Anthony Halliday(230-3230) 

Ron Bedford 

Bill Cody 

Don Davidson 

Simon Shaw 

Ken Young 



FLETCHER WILDLIFE 
GARDEN 

Jeff Harrison (730-5968) 
also represents 
Friends of the Farm 

Claudia Burns 
Sandy Garland 
Peter Hall 
Christine Hanrahan 
David Hobden 
Ken Young 

Janice Ife (representing) 
Landscape Ontario 


MACOUN FIELD CLUB 
Rob Lee (623-8123) 
Martha Camfield 
Laurie Consaul 
Stephen Darbyshire 
Barbara Gaertner 
Diane Kitching 
Paule Ouellet 
Kim Sayers 

MEMBERSHIP 
Dave Smythe (592-3011) 
Elisabeth Kanasy 
Jean McGugan 
Ada Scott 
Vema Smythe 
Dorothy Whyte 

NOMINATING 
Frank Pope (829-1281) 
Ellaine Dickson 
Colin Gaskell 

PUBLICATIONS 
Ron Bedford (733-8826) 
Fenja Brodo 
Bill Cody 
Francis Cook 
Elizabeth Morton 
Joyce Reddoch 
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Opportunities to Serve 

Frank Pope 

From time to time opportunities to make a specific contribution to nature 
come to our attention. Here is a couple of local examples. Should you be 
interested, or know someone who would be interested in either one, please 
call me at 829-1281. 

Kemptville Tree Nursery 

Many Club members are probably aware that the Kemptville Tree Nursery 
(the sign says “G. Howard Ferguson Forestry Station”) closed a few years ago. 
The cultivated fields were recently sold to the local municipality but the forest¬ 
ed sections (covering severed hundred acres) have been retained by the prov¬ 
ince. Some Club members regularly or irregularly use the trails in the forest 
for birding, dog walking or just walking. The ice storm in January brought 
down many branches, making the trails difficult to follow. 

This is an interesting area, a mixture of pine plantation and natural lowland for¬ 
est with some marsh along the shoreline of Kemptville Creek and its outlet into 
the Rideau River. The fate of this forested area, however, is undecided at this 
time. Among the options, harvesting the trees has a short term financial appeal. 
It occurs to us that the natural value of the area needs promotion, at least to 
the extent that preservation of the area for its natural features is considered as 
an option when the decision is made. 

The area needs some friends. 

Purple Martins 

The Canadian Museum of Nature maintained two martin houses at the Victo¬ 
ria Memorial Building for some years but lately they have been abandoned. 

A Club member has asked us to consider adopting these two houses. Essen¬ 
tially it would be a matter of making the nest boxes ready (lowering them from 
their poles, cleaning and repairing them, then returning them), protecting the 
nest boxes from unwanted tenants such as house sparrows and starlings, and 
monitoring the result. 

At this point we are seeking some indication of interest. If we are able to put 
together a small team we can then look into logistical support, etc. 

Should the project interest you, please call me as soon as you can and we will 
see what we can put together . n 
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FON Notes 


Frank Pope 

“Lands for Life” has been the dominating issue over the past year. The FON 
led a coalition of 5 organizations to present the best possible case for conserv¬ 
ing the natural heritage of public lands in central and northern Ontario. They 
managed to persuade the Round Table to hold extra meetings, one being in 
Ottawa last December. Among the presentations at the Nepean Sportsplex was 
the OFNC position, ably presented by Michael Murphy. The Coalition was 
present at all of the public meetings held by the Round Table and it has identi¬ 
fied specific candidate areas covering 15% of the land base. This position will 
be one of four options included in the Round Table report to the Minister of 
Natural Resources in June. The final plan will be released to the public in the 
fall. 

On field trips, have you come across areas of flat limestone pavement, some¬ 
times bare, sometimes with a thin covering of soil? Patches are found in Stony 
Swamp but the best local example is the Bumtlands on Highway 44 near 
Almonte. This kind of habitat is called an alvar. Recently alvars have been 
recognized as rare habitat, the Great Lakes basin containing the majority of 
the whole world supply. The FON has obtained funding and is co-ordinating 
research on the vegetation, invertebrate fauna and preservation of these special 
natural areas. Research projects are underway at McGill and York Universities 
and by two private research contractors. The MNR Natural Heritage Centre in 
Peterborough continues to build a data base of site data and species data on 
Ontario alvars. 

Invasive plants such as purple loosetrife, glossy buckthorn and garlic mustard 
have begun to worry naturalists in recent years. How serious is the problem 
and how fast is this invasion progressing? FON draws our attention to the 
“Invasive Plants of Canada Project,” co-ordinated by Club member Erich 
Haber. Volunteers are needed. If the project appeals to you, why not give 
Erich a call at 722-5523? 

Are your summer plans still open? The FON has some suggestions. 

• Working for Wilderness Expeditions: work parties are being organized for Long 
Point, April 24 to May 4, and Cootes Paradise, Hamilton, in mid May. 

• Camp for junior naturalists, aged 10 to 12, will be held from Aug. 8 to 15. 
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• Grandview Inn, Muskoka: warblers and wildfowers from May 22 to 24; canoe 
routes from June 19 to 21. 

• FON Annual Conference, Guelph, May 29 to 31, see below. 

• CNF Annual General Meeting, jointly with the New Brunswick Federation of 
Nature, Sackville, New Brunswick, Aug. 6 to 9. 

• Quest Nature Tours, which are affiliated with the FON, have a full range of 
Canadian and international expeditions. 

For information on any of these opportunities, please give me a call at 829-1281. 
Q 


WATERSHEDS 

WETLANDS 

WOODLOTS 


FEDERATION OF 

ONTARIO NATURALISTS 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE & 
GENERAL MEETING 



MAY 29,30,8.31,1998 

UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH 


ROBERT BATEMAN 

Keynote Speaker & Workshop 
ALETA KARSTED 
Nature Journal Writing 
ROBERT McCAW 
Nature Photography 
BOB MCDONALD 
(Host of CBC Quirks & Quarks) 
Banquet Speaker 


PROVINCIAL ISSUES DAY 
FRIDAY, MAY 29,1998 

BARBECUE IN THE TREES 

Friday Evening at the Arboretum 

Celtic Music by 

“TAMARACK” 

Canoeing the Grand River 
Exploring Luther Marsh 

Experiencing Rockwood 




Hosted by 
Guelph Field Naturalists 
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Announcement : 

The Ottawa Valley Wildflower Society 


The Ottawa Valley Wildflower Society (OVWS) is pleased to annouce its 
inception and is avidly seeking members. 

This is a not-for-profit organisation focused on the appreciation, conservation 
of, and education about wildflowers in the Ottawa region. As a local chapter 
of the Canadian Wildflower Society, the OVWS is now busy preparing and 
fine-tuning a series of events for 1998, such as lectures, presentations, plant and 
seed sales and exchanges, social events, and field/sketching excursions. If you, 
or someone you know, is interested, indeed fascinated, with our native flora, 
and would like to learn more about introducing wildflowers to your garden, 
please come and join us. We are presently a small, friendly group seeking 
others to join us in appreciation and love of our Canadian flora. 

For more information call Lis Allison at: (613) 832-2156 or FAX at (613) 832- 
4037. 

To become a member and receive our newsletter, write to: 

the Ottawa Valley Wildflower Society, c/o L. Trudel, 2-40 Granville Ave., 

Ottawa ON, K1Y OM4, or call (613) 722-0150. 

Donations, volunteers, experts and novices are all welcome.* 3 



False Solomon's Seal by Elaine Horemans. 


57 















Fletcher Wildlife Garden - Updates 

Christine Hanrahan 

Additions and changes to the FWG Bird List 

Since my article on the birds of the FWG (T&L 31(3):124-129,1997), four new 
species have been added and breeding has been confirmed for eight species. 


New Sightings 
Bald Eagle 
House Wren 

Confirmed Breeding 
Eastern Kingbird (thanks to 
Roseanne Bishop) 
Black-capped Chickadee 
Gray Catbird 
Song Sparrow 


Swainson’s Thrush 
Black-throated Blue Warbler 


Red-winged Blackbird 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
(young bird being fed 
by Song Sparrow) 
House Finch 
American Goldfinch 



New Publications from Fletcher! 

We are pleased to announce that our FWG Trail Guide is 
hot off the press and ready for you to pick up - free! 

Over the next few months watch for five more brochures: the revamped 
Fletcher Wildlife Garden Brochure which will give an introduction and overview 
of the FWG; the Backyard Garden Brochure, an information-packed guide to 
the diverse areas of the Backyard Garden; the Butterflies of the Fletcher Wildlife 
Garden, the Wildflowers of the Fletcher Wildlife Garden, and the Trees and 
Shrubs of the Fletcher Wildlife Garden. 

All brochures can be picked up from the dispenser box in front of the Interpre¬ 
tive Centre at the garden. 

In addition, we have produced two new Information Sheets: 

♦ How to Attract Bats to Your Yard * Creating a Hedgerow for Wildlife 


These join our other four information sheets: 


* All About Feeding Birds * Gardening for Butterflies 

* Build a Backyard Pond for Wildlife * Wildlife Trees 


The Information Sheets sell for a very modest 25 cents each. 

To acquire any or all of these publications, or find out what else we have for 
sale please phone Christine at 798-1620 or Jeff Harrison at 730-5968° 
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Story of a Rescue 

Christine Hanrahan 



Jeff Harrison wrapping newly planted trees at FWG 

When development occurs, onsite vegetation is usually obliterated. It is a rare 
developer who plans to preserve at least some of the existing plants. When 
Nortel announced plans for expansion of their Carling Avenue site, I attended 
their two open houses and was surprised to learn that hundreds of trees had 
been mapped and a significant number were to be relocated to a holding area 
for transplanting after completion of construction. To save even more vegeta¬ 
tion, it seemed reasonable to propose a plant rescue in which community 
groups and individuals alike could participate, under supervision of course. 
However, for reasons of safety and liability, this didn’t happen. In the end, only 
one group was allowed to retrieve plants, and in late October I was given the 
go-ahead for the Fletcher Wildlife Garden (FWG) to access the site. 

On very short notice, seven volunteers arrived at the Nortel site on a cold, raw 
day armed with shovels, burlap, string, plastic bags, and lots of energy. Digging 
in the rocky ground amidst tangled tree roots was a slow, tough slog, conse¬ 
quently we were unable to take as many plants as we had hoped. By day’s end, 
approximately 35 small trees and shrubs and a few wildflowers, all native 
species, had been moved to the FWG. 
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In addition, six large bitternut hickory, a basswood, and a nannyberry that were 
too difficult for us to dig out, were later retrieved by a volunteer crew from 
PCL Construction, the company doing on-site preparation. They even trans¬ 
ported them to the FWG! These trees now form a small grove on the site of the 
‘New Woodlot.’ The rest of the vegetation was planted in the ‘Hedgerow 1 or the 
‘Ash Woodlot.’ 

We have great hopes for our rescued plants, and feel pleased and relieved that 
they were saved. Our modest rescue effort made me realize that with similar 
cooperation from developers, the community could rescue a significant number 
of plants from development sites across the region. From my point of view, 
the best scenario would be to leave such sites undeveloped, but if that fails, I 
believe it should be incumbent upon the developers to actively work toward 
retrieving as much vegetation as possible. Shouldn’t approval of bui l d i n g per¬ 
mits be contingent upon a satisfactory plan for preserving the greatest amount 
of vegetation? I know that none of this replaces the lost habitat, but it gives 
some of the plants a fighting chance, and on sites such as the FWG, helps cre¬ 
ate new habitat in time. 

I’d like to thank Nortel for allowing us access to their site, and Robina Bennett, 
Claudia Burns, Sandy Garland, Carol German, David Hobden and Ken Young 
for digging and transplanting the trees and shrubs. A sincere thank you to 
Harvey Stepanick, PCL Construction site Foreman, for arranging to have the 
large trees dug up and for transporting them to the FWG, and special thanks to 
Jacques Beaudoin and Tony Desrivieres for the digging, and Jeff Harrison for 
helping plant and wrap trees in the ‘New Woodlot.’ 13 


Black Spruce Drainage 


Frederick Schueler 

The sudden long gash 

in the rich texture of the forest 

is filled 

by a corresponding wedge of glaring sky. 

The forest exhales into it 
and the bright emptiness 
reflects 

in a ribbon of water which bleeds 
from the opened body of moss and peat 
at the standing trees’ feet. 
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Black Spruce Drainage by Aleta Karstad 






Rumblings in the Park 

An explosion and related rock slide near 
Champlain Lookout,a billion years apart. 


Donald Hogarth 
Department of Geology 
University of Ottawa 



Early one day, probably in April, 1957, residents of Young’s Comer beneath 
Champlain Lookout were awakened abruptly by a violent crash from the north 
and an accompanying earth tremor beneath them. Part of the Eardley Escarp¬ 
ment (see map) had come tumbling down and its face had taken on a new form. 
The timing of this event, which we will call the Champlain slide, is impossible 
to pinpoint, but it definitely postdates mid-August 1956, when the writer first 
explored the scarp, and it certainly predates late-April 1962, during his second 
visit, when large fresh blocks barred the way. Inquiry from the residents below, 
off Chemin de la Montagne, produced some additional information. Oh yes, 
they remembered it well. And who could forget being rudely shaken from his 
or her peaceful slumber at 4 a.m. one frosty spring morning “four or five years 


62 















back.” Further precision is virtually impossible. Dr. David Forsyth, a seismolo¬ 
gist with the Geological Survey of Canada, states that, with a minor tremor like 
this, by the time the shock had reached the Ottawa seismographs, it would be 
irretrievably intermingled with a myriad of other small shocks (including the 
effects of construction and traffic). The Gatineau earthquake would be hope¬ 
lessly lost in the background. 

Why did these rocks choose this specific site to fail and this particular time to 
break loose? To answer these questions we must review a few scientific truths 
and go back many years in time. 

Rocks of the Champlain slide and surroundings belong to the Wakefield batho- 
lith, an irregular body composed of igneous rock, that was emplaced as a mol¬ 
ten mass at great depth, some 1,150 million years ago, and is now exposed over 
110 square miles (or 70,000 acres or 28,000 hectares) of rolling countryside and 
much of Gatineau Park. In the immediate area, the predominant rock is syenite 
(like granite but lacking quartz), and less abundant granite pegmatite (a coarse¬ 
grained quartz-feldspar rock) and aplite (a rock of the same composition, but 
in sand-sized grains). All three are very hard and notably brittle. 

Let us now move on 125 million years (that is to 1,025 million years before 
present) to a time of crustal relaxation or perhaps even tensional stress, when 
solidified syenite was intruded by molten carbonatite (a liquefied rock of 
calcite-dolomite composition). As the carbonatite moved upwards, gases 
disassociated from the melt and the local pressure built up to a level where it 
exceeded the strength of the rock, which was then rent in violent explosion. 

At that point the freed gases escaped through newly formed fractures and the 
pressure was suddenly released. The liquid, which had now lost its melt-enhanc¬ 
ing watery fluid, quickly solidified into a calcite-dolomite rock. In effect, the 
fractures were sealed with carbonatite. Thus an explosive breccia came into 
being here, a rock composed of coloured blocks and fragments of syenite, 
pegmatite and aplite, cemented with sheet-white carbonatite (see figure). 

In the illustration, syenite fragments ( clasts ) are shown disorientated, one 
from the other. This is to be expected after a violent explosion, where the 
strata would be fragmented, disrupted and thoroughly mixed. One clast would 
be rotated one way, its neighbour another, resulting in a random orientation. 
This feature is shown by the alignment of dark minerals in the clasts (in the 
illustration). When the clasts came to rest they were glued in place by white 
carbonatite (unpatterned). In their new environment, the still-hot clasts 
reacted with the cement to produce a narrow rind (up to one centimeter thick) 
of blue amphibole and brown mica. 
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The Champlain slide exposes one of many explosive breccias in the southern 
part of the Wakefield Batholith, which include the floor of Fortune Lake and 
the benchmark point on NCC trail 36 at Hope Bay (Meech Lake). Such brec¬ 
cias in Gatineau Park are not new discoveries. They were described as sedimen¬ 
tary structures conglomerates by J. B. Mawdsley in 1930, but were 
re-interpreted, with a model similar to that outlined here, by R. Bdland in 1952 
(see “further reading and reference” at end of this paper). What is special 
about the rock at Champlain slide, is it’s three-dimensional aspect. Here we see 
a slice through the throat of the breccia pipe. 



The breccia at Champlain slide, after a 1962 sketch of the side of one of the dislodged 
blocks. The contact between carbonatite and syenite (or aplite) is marked by a narrow 
reaction zone of mica and amphibole, omitted for simplicity. Patterns on syenite clasts 
indicate trends of dark minerals. Part of an aplite clast is shown near the top of the 
illustration, but granite pegmatite clasts do not appear in this restricted view. 

Returning to geological events, the next chapter of note is the widespread 
initiation of brittle fracturing which took place throughout the Outaouais, 450 
million years ago, or perhaps later. Along these fractures, the Ottawa Valley 
slice (which underlies the present Ottawa River and the municipalities of 
Ottawa, Gatineau, Hull and Aylmer) was enabled to subside several hundred 
metres, activated by sheer gravity, and resulting in the proto-Eardley Escarp¬ 
ment on its northern side. For our purposes, this escarpment is important 
because it is defined by a steep face along which rocks can fail in rock slides. 
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Today, the escarpment descends steeply, about 700 feet (200 metres), to the 
Ottawa River plain below. 

Since the appearance of the Eardley Escarpment, the area has remained 
relatively stable. It is true that the Valley transects an active seismic zone at 
Ottawa, but shocks are minor and the turbulence associated with igneous 
activity is long since past. For the most part, after the Ordovician inundation 
(about 450 million years ago), the area has remained above sea level and 
exposed to the elements. Even during the brief post-glacial marine incursion 
(10,000 years ago) the site of the Champlain slide was 45 metres above the icy 
waters of the Champlain Sea. However, it was this very continental stability 
that, in the end, resulted in rock failure and land slide. The relatively high block 
horst of the Park was exposed to several hundred million years of continuous 
and unrelenting erosion. The softer and more-soluble carbonatite (with respect 
to syenite) was preferentially attacked. Over the years, water percolated 
through the somewhat permeable carbonatite and openings were enlarged by 
further solution. The rock became water saturated. Rock failure was probably 
triggered by springtime ffeeze-and-thaw. And then the roof came crashing 
down. 

Today, the wall behind the slide is smooth, drab-gray and monotonous. Former¬ 
ly it was almost white, interrupted by a narrow dyke of pink pegmatite running 
the length of the subvertical face, and by a layer of pink aplite at the top. The 
face showed a few carbonatite-sealed fractures but these were most evident in 
the huge blocks of dislodged rock at its base. Failure seems to have been most 
common along the contact of carbonatite and syenite or aplite, especially 
where these rocks had reacted to produce a coating of fine-grained amber 
mica or blue amphibole asbestos. 

It is regrettable that weathering has obscured this spectacular geological site, 
but what nature has hidden in one place it will reveal in another. With lateral 
recession of the escarpment more carbonatites are bound to appear. But this 
process is time consuming, and few of us can afford to wait one or two hundred 
years for the next exposure. 

Further reading and reference 

Baird, D. M. 1972, editor, Geology of the National Capital area. 24th International 
Geological Congress. Guidebook to Excursions B-23 to B-27.32 pp. 

B61and, R. 1952. Le pseudo-conglomfirat du Lac Meach. Le Naturaliste Canadien 
78:361-366. 

Hogarth, D. D. 1970. Geology of the southern part of Gatineau Park, National Capital 
region. Geological Survey of Canada, Paper 70-20.8 pp., plus Map 7-1970. 
Mawdsley, J. B. 1930. The Meach Lake Conglomerate. Transactions of the Royal Society 
of Canada 24:99-118.n 
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Moving the Jack Pine Trail Feeder 

- A Sequel 

Roy Millen 

So how did I allow myself to be persuaded that a piece of #12 copper wire 
would do to extend the stranded steel laundry line used to suspend the heavy 
duty feed hopper! After the rest of the feeder moving gang had left the parking 
lot, I decided to top up the seed in the feeder. Yes, you guessed it, as I started 
to lower the feeder, one end of the #12 came undone and said feeder de¬ 
scended rather faster than planned, plus the line came out of the pulley. So 
back to the car to fetch the ladder, and against my better judgement, the 
copper wire was reused, but with more substantial joints. I checked again a few 
days later and all was well, however at the weekend, not only had the copper 
wire sheared but someone had made off with the feeder! 

As luck would have it, I had a feed hopper at home which just needed a base 
plus a few bits and pieces and we were in business again. So another trip with 
the ladder and with my better half s foot on the bottom rung, the line was re¬ 
strung and the feeder hoisted. 

Well you may think the saga was over, but Mother Nature had other ideas with 
the ice storm in the New Year. On the Wednesday following the start of the 
storm, I ventured down Moodie Drive to find that the NCC had (wisely) closed 
off the Jack Pine Trail parking lot. I parked outside and slid across the icy 
surface to the trail which was passable at that stage, although many trees were 
down. The feeder was OK except for the ‘ton’ of ice on top which I chipped off. 
As I was chipping away, there was a tremendous crash as a tree fell nearby. 
This hastened my departure. 

After a week of dealing with my own tree problems and power outage at home, 
my wife Gerry and I visited the Jack Pine Trail again to find that there was 
utter devastation. Many more trees had fallen, and it took us a while to get to 
the feeder as the trail was unrecognizable. We found that a nearby tree had 
split in two and one part had fallen on the feeder from a great height, ripping 
the pulley away from its support and smas hi ng the glass in the hopper. We 
managed to hoist the feeder a few feet off the ground and put some seed on 
the base plus some fat. Hungry chickadees and woodpeckers were soon in 
attendance. 


66 









The next day I went back with some cardboard to act as a makeshift hopper 
until I could find something better, plus an old plastic feeder. At the parking 
lot I found NCC staff and two men from a tree care contractor, who had 
already cleared as far as the feeder. A CBC reporter and cameraman were 
also there, but I don’t know whether they ever used any of the material they 
gathered. 

Anyway I made the temporary repairs and later, with help from some friends, 
was able to put the pulley back and restore the feeder. A few days later I found 
some bits of plexiglass in my basement and replaced the cardboard, noting that 
a small flock of Pine Siskins were now using the feeder. 

Funny thing, but no trees fell in the vicinity of the old feeder location! Who was 
it said “If it ain’t broke, don’t fix (move) it?” a 


Perspective 


Robert Nero 

It takes a Great Gray Owl 

perched on a stump and 

flying across the snow-covered field 

to make one realize 

how far below the road 

that land lies... 

An area I’d thought was flat, 

and we’ve driven by a hundred times, 

suddenly is perceived anew; 

so many places we’ve driven by 

searching across the landscape 

with tired eyes 

for owls on distant groves 

become exciting vignettes, 

picturesque places 

with fascinating features, 

in the presence of one owl. 


67 






Taverner Cup Birding Competition 


Jeff Harrison 

Chair, Organizing Committee 

Our first annual “big day” birding event, 
the Taverner Cup, was held on 
Saturday May 24, with an awards brunch 
on Sunday May 25,1997. A total of 
42 birders on eleven teams competed in 
two categories. Seven teams entered in 
the Level I, the Competitive category 
and four in Level II, Recreation. 



John Livingstone presenting the Taverner 
Cup to Bruce Di Labio with team mate 
Chris Traynor looking on. 


The w inning team, called the “Bushnell 
Nighthawks,” recorded 180 species. It 
was captained by Bruce Di Labio who 
was also on the winning team at the 1997 
World Series of Birding in New Jersey. 
Bruce’s team included Chris Traynor, 
Jim Harris and non-birding driver Dan Pierson. Mike Runtz and his team of 
Doug McRae, Peter Burke and Colin Jones came a close second with 176 
species. A team composed of Tony Beck (captain), Monty Brigham, and Sean 
Blaney came third with 163 species. 


The Competitive team results with team leaders, sponsors and team totals were 
as follows: 


Team Leader Sponsor 


Team 

Total 


Bruce DiLabio Bushnell Canada 180 

Mike Runtz Lee Valley Tools 176 

Tony Beck Focus Scientific 163 

Chris Michener Our Natural World 150 

Jeff Harrison Wild Birds Nature Shop 144 

Daniel St-Hilaire Ducks Unlimited & Le Club des Omithologues 

de l’Outaouais 135 

Jonathon Gay Mountain Equipment Co-op 86 
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The Taverner Cup is not JUST a competition for elite bird-watchers. We have 
created a recreational category which allows anyone with an interest in birds to 
form a team, enter, have some fun, and compete. 



“The Mother Flickers, ” Captain Chris Lewis with the Fothergill Trophy presented by 
Shelagh McGonigle (to her right), and team members (l-r) Jean McGugon, Lesley Howes, 
Bev McBride & Laurie ConsauL 


The winners of the recreational category were an all-women’s team, “The 
Mother Flickers,” captained by Chris Lewis. They confined their activities 
mostly to the Ottawa area and found 118 species. 

The Recreational team results with team leaders and team totals were: 

Chris Lewis 118 Joan Molnar 61 

Rob Pinella 101 Phill Atwood 57 

The Taverner Cup, named after Percy Taverner, was presented to Bruce Di 
Labio by noted environmentalist John Livingston. The Fothergill Trophy was 
presented to Chris Lewis by Shelagh McGonigle, the great great great grand¬ 
daughter of Charles Fothergill. Fothergill was a pioneering Ontario birder and 
naturalist who lived in Upper Canada between 1817 and 1840. 

The total number of species seen by all teams was 211. The late spring delayed 
migration significantly and many migrant northern species were not found on 
territory. On the other hand, a large variety of waterfowl were seen. Highligh ts 
included Red-throated Loon (Presqu’ile), Yellow Rail (Richmond Fen), Red¬ 
necked Phalarope (Embrum Sewage Lagoons), Arctic Tern (Ottawa River), 
Black-backed Woodpecker, Spruce Grouse, Grey Jay and Boreal Chickadee 
(Algonquin Park), American Pipits (Renfrew), 29 species of warbler (including 
Blue-winged and Golden-winged, Orange-crowned, Prairie, Cerulean, and 
Louisiana Waterthrush) and both crossbills. 
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The winning strategy of the Bushnell Nighthawks included a mid nig ht start in 
the Richmond Fen followed by a dawn visit to Algonquin Park and stops at 
Presqu’ile Provincial Park, Chaffe/s Locks, the Ottawa area, and a few sewage 
lagoons in eastern Ontario. 

The sit-down awards brunch, catered by Dave Smith, was held in the auditor¬ 
ium of the Neatby Building at the Central Experimental Farm. Colin Gaskill 
acted as Master of Ceremonies. This event attracted over 60 people including 
participants, sponsors, and honoured guests. 

Event Sponsors also helped to make this a success by donating prizes or lend¬ 
ing their support. We would like to acknowledge the following: 

The Ottawa Field Naturalists’ Club for two trophies and prizes 

Lifer Bird Gear (Golden Lake) for prizes 

Birders World (Ottawa) a prize 

J.P. Artigau for French Translation 

Agriculture and Agri-food Canada for reception space 

Thanks to Colin, to Tom Reeve (official photographer), and to Patti Gratton 
for hop ing to organize the prizes. The smiling faces at the awards ceremony, 
the positive air, and groups overheard discussing strategy augers well for 1998. 

A special thanks to the other members of the Organizing Committee includ¬ 
ing Tony Beck, Bruce Di Labio and Chris Traynor (Ontario birder contacts), 
Ken Allison (artwork), Ken Young (registration and species tally results) 
and Daniel St-Hilaire (Quebec birder contacts and French translation). 

This year the Taverner Cup competition will be held on Saturday May 30, 

1998 with the banquet on May 31st. For more information on how to enter, 
find other birders to form a team, or to find a sponsor, contact the co¬ 
ordinator, Jeff Harrison at (613) 730-5968, Fax: 613 730-2079 or by E-mail 
dha@magi.com H 
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First Annual OFNC May Birding Challenge 


Bemie Ladouceur 

Last year Marianne Neily proposed to the OFNC Birds Committee the idea of 
a birding challenge for children. It was decided that the first competition would 
be held in May 1997, and that it would be open to children in Grades 4,5, & 6 
in all school boards in Ottawa-Carleton and the Outaouais. An ad hoc subcom¬ 
mittee was struck composed of Marianne Neily (chairperson), Laurie Consaul, 
Cendrine Huemer, Bernie Ladouceur, and Eve Ticknor. 

The competition was not heavily advertised. (A little extra promotion was done 
in the Ottawa Public Board.) Participants were to keep a journal of their bird 
sightings for the month of May. 

Thirty-four entries were received from 11 schools. (Ironically, none from 
the Ottawa School Board.) Twenty-two entries came from one class. This is 
summarized below. 


Grades 


Carleton Board of Education 
Forest Valley P.S. 

Glen Ogilvie P.S. 

Henry Larsen P.S. 

Leslie Park P.S. 

Manotick P.S. 

Metcalfe P.S. 

Queenswood P.S. 

Robert Hopkins P.S. 

Sawmill Creek P.S. 


4 5 6 

1 
1 
1 

22 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 


Carleton Roman Catholic School Board 

Good Shepherd Catholic School 1 

St. Leonard Catholic School 1 

Totals 4 29 1 


Judging was problematic. Styles of entries varied and many included drawings. 
We developed a point system and decided to emphasize descriptions and obser¬ 
vations rather than accuracy of conclusions or length of bird list. We felt it was 
more important to encourage good and accurate descriptions and observations. 
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We had no problem awarding a 1 st Prize to the single Grade 6 entrant because 
his was clearly the best of the 34 entries received. One extra 2 nd Prize went to a 
Grade 5 entrant because no such prize was awarded to Grade 6. An additional 
2 nd Prize was awarded to a very deserving late entry. (We had neglected to 
state a deadline in our promotion flyer.) 

Winners received binoculars (1 st prize), a field guide (2 nd prize), and T-shirts 
(special commendation prizes). Joe Dafoe of ‘Our Natural World offered us 
two for one deals for the binoculars and field guides, and most of the T-shirts 
were provided gratis. Each entrant received a signed letter of appreciation with 
my personal comments added, as well as a daily (blue) checklist. 

I went to Leslie Park Public School and presented all 22 children with their 
prizes and participation packages in front of an assembly of the entire school. 
Their teacher, Mrs. Bell, informed me that many of the children were still ask¬ 
ing her questions about birds they were seeing even after the project was over. 
The vice-principal emphasized how much this kind of personal contact and 
feedback is appreciated. 

I also personally delivered the 1 st and 2 nd prizes won by children from other 
schools because I felt it was important to meet these children who had decided 
to participate in this challenge, more or less on their own. Some of these chil¬ 
dren were interested in nature already, and every little push helps. 

Below is a list of prize winners for 1997. 


Grade 6 

1 st Prize 

Gregory Jewell 

Good Shepherd Catholic School 

Grade 5 

1 st Prize 

Nicholas Harris 

Leslie Park P.S. 


2 nd Prizes 

Anna Robotham 

St. Leonard Catholic School 



Becky Plomadore 

Leslie Park P.S. 



Neil Fraser 

Robert Hopkins P.S. 

Grade 4 

1 st Prize 

Jana Wilkie 

Queens wood P.S. 


2 nd Prize 

Stacey Acres 

Metcalfe P.S. 


Special Commendations: 

Chantha Bo, Grade 5, Leslie Park P.S. 

Natasha Artemova, Grade 5, Leslie Park P.S. 

Melissa Yukan, Grade 5, Robert Hopkins P.S. 

Genevieve Godoy, Grade 4, Sawmill Creek P.S. 

So, this is a small but fairly successful start to what we hope will become a new 
tradition. 0 
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Summer and Fall Bird Sightings 


Chris Traynor 



Northern Wheatear by Ken Allison 


THE SUMMER SEASON (June 1 to August 31, 1997) 

Like many birders, I have my favourite birding spots at different times of the 
year. Obviously, not everyone has the same birding interests so I thought for 
this report that I would report on the most popular birding spots this past 
summer and fall, based on the number of reports from the various locations 
that birders actually frequented. This should give birders new to Ottawa a 
sense of some of the better places to visit. This report may not be completely 
accurate, for example, the Ottawa River is often visited in early June to look for 
Arctic Terns but if nothing of interest is found then the visit goes unreported. 
However, this summary does present a fairly good idea of the best spots to hit. 
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This summary is based on the hundreds of reports called in to the bird status 
line as well as my own records and personal communications. Thanks to all 
those who took the time to call in their sightings. 

The Embrum Sewage Lagoons 

Not too surprisingly, the Embrum Lagoons topped the list with the most re¬ 
ports. The s umm er months are, of course, an excellent time to visit any sewage 
lagoon for migrating shorebirds and with six cells, Embrum has the best chance 
of having some good mudflats. Sanderling, White-ramped Sandpiper, Wilson’s 
Phalarope and Black-bellied Plover were reported from early June. Common 
Terns were observed June 23 rd . Lesser Yellowlegs, Semipalmated Sandpiper, 
Least Sandpiper and Pectoral Sandpiper were present in July along with 
Sanderling, Short Billed Dowitcher, Greater Yellowlegs and Stilt Sandpiper. 
Least Sandpiper was the most common of the shorebirds reported. Spotted 
Sandpiper, Common Snipe and American Woodcock could also be found here. 
In early August Semipalmated Plover and 2 White-ramped Sandpipers added 
to the variety at Embrum. Later in the month (23 rd ) Red-necked Phalarope and 
7 Hudsonian Godwits completed the Embrum list. 

Burnside Pit 

While this sand pit south of the Nepean Dump and off Moodie Drive has had 
its share of interesting birds in the last few years, it did surprise me that it 
edged out both Britannia and Shirleys Bay for the number of reports. Its 
proximity and accessibility were certainly factors as was a visit by one bird in 
particular. A Mute Swan reported of the June 27 th was responsible for many 
of the calls although there were some other good birds here. Three Red-necked 
Phalaropes and a Ruddy Duck (June 2 nd ) were spotted here. Snow Goose, 
Northern Shoveller, Common Tern and Black Tern were sighted on the 15 th . 
The Mute Swan of the 27 th was also joined by Northern Pintail, Hooded 
Merganser and 2 Caspian Terns the next day. In July shorebirds at the pit 
included Short-billed Dowitcher, Lesser Yellowlegs, Least Sandpiper, Baird’s 
Sandpiper and Pectoral Sandpiper. Of course the pit also attracts the same 
gulls as the adjacent dump, and the local Red-tailed Hawks often put in an 
appearance overhead. This all makes the Burnside Pit an excellent birding 
choice. 

Britannia Conservation Area 

This is a familiar spot to local birders and with its wide variety of habitats 
all close at hand it is no wonder that it attracts so many birders and such a 
diversity of birds. From the river to the woods, Britannia can at times offer 
almost everything. Arctic Terns were spotted off the point on June 5,12 & 14 th , 
although no more than two at any time. Common Terns were also present. An 
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Iceland Gull seemed out of place on the 11 th of June. The Cooper’s Hawks and 
Merlins mentioned in the last T&L both nested successfully in the woods and 
these birds were easily seen throughout the summer. (I still think it is amazing 
that they nested here with all the human traffic and in such close proximity to 
each other.) Ospreys are often reported from the pond and along the river and 
this was the case this summer. Other interesting birds at Britannia included a 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher (June 5 th ), 9 Black-crowned Night Herons (August 
5 th ) and Ruddy Turnstones in the rocks off the yacht club (August 7 & 8 l ). 

Shirleys Bay 

This popular spot was next for generating reports which should not be a 
surprise. However, unlik e the other locations mentioned so far, Shirleys Bay 
had no June or July reports. (It might have been off limits because of range 
practice.) August certainly made up for it though. Shorebirds dominated the 
list with 60 Lesser Yellowlegs, 3 Greater Yellowlegs and 3 Pectorals present on 
the 8th. They were joined a few days later by Red-necked Phalarope. On the 
16 th and 17 th there was a wide selection of birds including Semipalmated 
Plover, Killdeer, Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs, Semipalmated and Least 
Sandpiper, and Sanderling and White-rumped Sandpiper. Rounding out the 
list were Baird’s, Stilt and Pectoral Sandpiper and again, Red-necked Phala¬ 
rope. Common Loons, Great Blue Herons, Osprey, Common Terns and 
Bonaparte’s Gulls were also present at the Bay. A week later Black-bellied 
Plover and Short-billed Dowitcher expanded the impressive shorebird list. 
After many poor years the mudflats at Shirleys Bay have been rather product¬ 
ive the last few years. The water levels have been favourable and while Watt’s 
Creek no longer pumps out the sewage into Shirleys Bay, there is obviously still 
plenty of rich muck in which the birds can feed. 

Casselman Sewage Lagoons 

The sewage lagoons here were another popular summer destination and while 
they didn’t have as wide a variety of birds as some of the other spots they did 
add Wilson’s Phalarope and Upland Sandpiper to the “shorebird list.” 

So those were this summers top five birding locations but there were still a few 
interesting reports from other sites. As many as 20 Grasshopper Sparrows 
were reported from the Ottawa Airport perimeter in June. Both Black-billed 
and Yellow-billed Cuckoos were reported from the Huntmar Road and a 
few other locations around Kanata. A Whimbrel was at Ottawa Beach (August 
11 th ). Very interesting was the report of 4 immature Little Gulls at Park 
Brebouef on the 10 th of August. 

Last, but far from the least was a Northern Wheatear from Armstrong Road, 
south of the Airport on the 31 st of August. This is an unusual date for Ottawa. 
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Not that we have so many wheatears that they have “usual” arrival dates but re¬ 
cords for Eastern Ontario tend to be from much later in the fall. This excellent 
find is only the 4 th record for the Ottawa District. 

THE FALL SEASON (September 1 to November 30) 

*Note* This report does not include the fall bird count which will be treated 
separately in an article by Bruce Di Labio. 

As summer gives way to fall, birders eyes start to focus more and more towards 
the river and it is no surprise to find the most popular sites this period were 
Ottawa Beach, Shirleys Bay and Britannia. There were several interesting sight¬ 
ings and one well publicized bizarre visitor. 

Ottawa Beach (between Britannia Pier and Andrew Haydon Park) 

September was relatively quiet with small numbers of shorebirds including 
Ruddy Turnstone, Lesser Yellowlegs and Least and Semi palmated Sandpiper. 
The first two days of October saw the arrival of several small flocks of Snow 
Geese with a high of 18 (Oct. 2 nd ). Dunlin were present in small numbers with 
a high of only 7 (Oct. 15). Two White-rumped Sandpipers were also 
reported (Oct. 22 nd ). All 3 species of scoter could be observed off the beach 
as well as Red Necked and Horned Grebe and Red-breasted Merganser - all 
in small numbers. November brought with it 15 Dunlin (Nov. 1st) as well as a 
scattering of Sanderlings. The 6 th of November gave us one of Ottawa’s most 
peculiar sightings, a Flamingo! Identified the next day as a Chilean Flamingo, 
this visitor soon turned into a media star drawing attention to its errant ways. 
We soon learned “Elisha” was a captive bird that took flight at the first chance 
and headed north as all good Chilean Flamingoes do. Rescue attempts were 
tried, most failed, but eventually the river freezing over limited her feeding op¬ 
tions and she was lured to her capture. The story ended happily with “Elisha” 
back with her former partner, her wanderings seemingly forgiven. The sight of 
her feeding along the frozen shore certainly added colour to our dreary Nov¬ 
ember and will not soon be forgotten. Maybe next fall we will even be expecting 
her. 

Shirleys Bay 

Shirleys Bay had a few highlights in September including a Whimbrel (Sept. 
14 th ), several Merlin reports and an immature Bald Eagle (21 st ). October was 
quiet but November had a wide variety of waterbirds. November 7 th had 9 
Ruddy Ducks, 75 Northern Shovellers, 60 American Wigeons, 8 American 
Coots, 5 Horned Grebes and 8 Red-necked Grebes. Divers included Common 
Loons, Black and White-winged Scoters, Oldsquaws, Ring-necked Ducks and 
Greater and Lesser Scaups. The wandering Flamingo was also present on the 
7 th but was easily overshadowed by a Pomarine Jaeger. This bird was an adult 
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light phase jaeger. There were several raptor reports from Shirleys Bay. A sub¬ 
adult Bald Eagle was seen on several days. Three more eagles were reported 
on the 16 th with one being the Golden Eagle. This eagle is far less common in 
Ottawa than the Bald Eagle but November has always been a good time for 
Golden Eagle reports. An Osprey (15 th ) and a Coopers Hawk (16 th ) were also 
tallied. 

Britannia 

The Merlins were still present at Britannia in September. The pond had Gad- 
wall, American Wigeon, Ring-necked Duck and Hooded Merganser as well as 
Black-crowned, Blue and Green Herons. She Lesser Black-backed Gulls (9 th ) 
on the river were reported. In the first week of October a few warblers were 
still passing through including Palm, Black-throated Blue, Northern Parula 
and Yellow-rumped Warbler. The Cooper’s Hawks were still present to pick 
off the unwary. In November, 3 Purple Sandpipers were seen at the pier (11 th ) 
and a Barrow’s Goldeneye was seen on the 15 th . 

While these were the most popular fall birding spots there were still some good 
birds to be had elsewhere. The Northern Wheatear, first seen August 31 st was 
found again the next day. A juvenile Western Sandpiper was at the Casselman 
lagoons (Sept. 13 th ). Another rarity, an Eared Grebe, was found at the 
Embrum Lagoons September 25 th and was still there the next day. This is only 
the 2 nd record for this grebe in the Ottawa District. Interestingly enough, the 
first record (August 1990) was also from the Embrum Lagoons. In October, 

88 Bonaparte’s Gulls were at Embrum. An OFNC trip to the Cornwall area 
October 11 th produced excellent views of both Bald and Golden Eagle. An 
immature Black-legged Kittiwake was at the Cornwall power dam (Oct. 29 th ). 

NOT TOO FARTHER AFIELD 

A trip a little north to Lake Dore near Eganville proved worthwhile on Octo¬ 
ber 16 th . This is an easily accessible small lake with plenty of vantage points. 

In attendance were 34 Common Loons, 31 Red-necked Grebes and 92 Horned 
Grebes. Also present were White-winged and Black Scoters and Oldsquaw. 
Ninty-four Bonaparte’s Gulls were recorded as well as a Little Gull and the 
rare Sabine’s Gull. This striking gull, which always eludes me, has shown up 
here before. Perhaps we will meet here next fall.... you never know.B 
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Peregrine Falcon 

Nesting Attempts in Downtown Ottawa 



Our Club co-ordinated volunteer activity at the nest site of “Allison,” the first 
Peregrine born in downtown Ottawa. We provided the bulk of the teams. The 
OFNC was approached rather late in the game by the Ministry of Natural 
Resources, and due to the lateness of the request, we were only able to round 
up about a dozen birders (not the 25 reported in the press). Those volunteers 
provided crucial assistance and were often overworked. Their efforts were 
appreciated. As volunteer co-ordinator I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank them on behalf of myself and the OFNC. 

The stalwart volunteers were: Bob Bracken, Louise Campagna, Victoria 
Dickinson, Bruce Di Labio, Carol German, Jeff Harrison, Ron Jones, 

Tony Keith, Christina Lewis, Bev McBride, Gordon and Maxine McLean, 

Iola Price and Eve and Rick Ticknor. 
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There is the possibility that these falcons will attempt to nest again and we 
would like to compile a longer list of people who may be interested in helping 
out should the need arise this s umm er. We worked in small teams; no one was 
on their own. While bird handling skills would be an asset the only prerequisite 
is some basic birding skill. Summer is not far off so anyone interested in being 
involved should leave his/her name and number with the Bird Status Line at 
825-1231. 

We plan to conduct an information-workshop session through the Bird Study 
Group at an appropriate time. In the mean time, to learn more about what 
might be involved, contact me at 1-273-4714 or contact any member of the 
Birds Committee.* 3 


Solution to Crossword 

Page 48 
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Announcement : 

The Second Annual Great Canadian Bio-blitz 


Date and Time: 5:00 p.m. Friday June 5 to 5:00 p.m. Saturday June 6,1998. 

Meeting place: Champlain Park Co mmuni ty Centre (please note: double check 
with organizers closer to event date). 

Equipment: Maps and data sheets will be provided. Please bring your own 
lunch. Waterproof footwear and insect repellent are suggested. Some field 
guides will be available at the identification station, however, it is best if you 
can provide your own identification and collection materials (e.g., binoculars, 
hand lenses, dip nets, collecting jars or plant presses). 

Following on last year’s successful pilot, the Canadian Biodiversity Institute 
(CBI) is org anizing the “Second Great Canadian Bio-blitz” as two happenings 
in the Ottawa area. The Ottawa Bio-blitz will be along the shores of the 
Ottawa River (Ontario side) from approximately the Westboro Beach to 
Champlain Bridge Islands area and we may also include the Britannia Bay 
area. Participants may join in with the activities at any time during the schedul¬ 
ed hours. 

The other Bio-blitz is being organized in Kemptville, Ontario for the weekend 
of June 12-13,1998. The location has been (at press time) tentatively set for 
the G. Howard Ferguson Forest Station located just north of Kemptville, on 
County Road 44 (old Highway 16). To get there from Ottawa take Highway 
416 south, exit at Kemptville/Hwy 43, turn right and follow Highway 43 west 
for 3 km to the next intersection. Turn right onto County Road 44 (north) for 
1/2 km and the forest station gates will be on your right. 

If you have a particular taxonomic area of interest, amateur or professional, 
please come out and add to the on-going natural history inventory of Eastern 
Ontario. We are looking for people who are interested in identifying species 
in the field within the 24-hour time period, or, where necessary, will collect 
specimens for later verification. (One need not commit for the entire 24 hours.) 

To pre-register or for more information please contact Rose-Marie 
at (613) 258-1883 (day) or (613) 269-3204 (evenings), or use email 
(anytime) bckcdb @istar.ca . 

For a report of last year’s Bio-blitz and list of species, please see 
“The Great Canadian Bio-blitz,” T&L 32(1): 13-32. n 
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Macouners - 
The Macoun Field Club is 
50 Years Old! 


Rob Lee 



The Macoun Club's 25 th birthday party; member Jonathan Field cutting the cake. 

From its inception in the spring of 1948, the Macoun Field Club has been 
introducing children and young people to the world of nature, and encourag¬ 
ing them in its study. Over the years a remarkable succession of botanists, 
geologists, zoologists and all-round naturalists have led the Club in its pursuits, 
and from the membership, an equally remarkable succession of scientists, 
musicians, artists and all-round naturalists has emerged. 

In 1998, the Macoun Field Club will be celebrating its 50 th year, initiated and 
sponsored jointly by the Canadian Museum of Nature (formerly the National 
Museum of Natural Sciences) and our Club. If the Macoun Field Club meant 
something special to you in years gone by, please join our annual party on June 
13 th . Call the OFNC number (722-3050) for details. 0 
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Coming Events 

arranged by the Excursions & Lectures Committee. 

For further information, 
call the Club number (722-3050) after 10 a.m. 

Times stated for excursions are departure times. Please arrive earlier, leaders start 
promptly. If you need a ride, don’t hesitate to ask the leader. Restricted trips will be 
open to non-members only after the indicated deadlines. 

ALL OUTINGS: Please bring a lunch on full-day trips and dress according to the 
weather forecast and the activity. Binoculars and/or spotting scopes are essential 
on all birding trips. Unless otherwise stated, transportation will be by car pool. 

REGISTERED BUS TRIPS: Make your reservation for Club bus excursions by 
sending a cheque or money order (payable to The Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ Chib) 
to E.M. Dickson, 2037Honeywell Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario K2A 0P7, at least ten 
days in advance. Include your name, address, telephone number and the name of 
the outing. Your cooperation is appreciated by the Committee so that we do not 
have to wait to the last moment to decide whether a trip should be cancelled due 
to low registration. We also wish to discourage the actual payment of bus fees on 
the day of the event. 

EVENTS AT THE CANADIAN MUSEUM OF NATURE: The Chib is grateful 
to the Museum for their cooperation and thanks the Museum for the use of these 
excellent facilities. Club members must be prepared to show their membership 
cards to gain access for Club functions after regular museum hours. 

BIRD STATUS LINE: Phone 860-9000 to learn of recent sightings or birding 
potential in the Ottawa area. To report recent sightings call Michael Tate at 
825-1231. This service is run on behalf of the Birds Committee and is available to 
members and non-members. 

Le Club des Ornithologies de I’Outaouais has a similar service, in French, run 
by Daniel St-Hilaire at 778-3413 and the Bird Status Line is 778-0737. 

Friday SPARROW IDENTIFICATION WORKSHOP 

3 April Instructor Bruce Di Labio 

7:30 p.m. Meet: Community Gallery, third floor, east wing, Canadian 
Museum of Nature, Metcalfe and McLeod Streets. 

Just started birdwatching and confused by all those LBJs 
(“little brown jobs”) flitting past your binocular lenses? 

Bruce will conduct a workshop for beginners that focuses on 
identification by sight and sound of the regularly occurring 
migrant and breeding species of sparrows in Eastern 
Ontario. Comparisons with similar species, descriptions of 
seasonal plumage variations and useful information on 
behaviour and habitat preferences will be emphasized. 
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Sunday 
5 April 
6:30 a.m. 
to 

6:30 p.m. 



Tuesday 
14 April 
8:00 p.m. 


Saturday 
18 April 
9:00 a.m. 


BUS EXCURSION: SPRING BIRDING AT PRESQU’ILE 
Leaders: Bob Bracken and Colin Gaskell 
Meet: Lincoln Heights Galleria, northeast corner of the 
parking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road. 

Cost: $30.00 (PLEASE REGISTER EARLY; see Coming 
Events intro for details) 

The Club’s traditional spring excursion to Presqu’ile 
Provincial Park offers an ideal opportunity to study the 
diverse waterfowl that congregate here during their 
northward migration. Transportation will be by a 
comfortable, washroom-equipped motor coach. 


OFNC MONTHLY MEETING 
GROWING WILDFLOWERS 
Speaker: Albert Dugal 

Meet: Auditorium, Canadian Museum of Nature, Metcalfe 
and McLeod Streets 

Many species of wildflowers can easily be grown in urban 
environments. Botanist Albert Dugal, a longtime devotee of 
horticultural pursuits, will share his knowledge of collecting, 
purchasing and nurturing wildflowers. Easy-to-grow species 
suitable for shade, sun and wetland gardens will be 
discussed and soil preparation and enrichment techniques 
will be described. Albert’s presentation will also feature 
suggestions for cultivating some unusual flowering plants 
such as cacti (there are at least four species of these prickly 
succulents that can withstand the rigours of our climate), 
and recommendations for keeping the more aggressive 
wildflowers in check. _ 


TREES IN SPRING 
Leader: Ellaine Dickson 

Meet: Lincoln Heights Galleria, northeast comer of the 
parking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road. 

The emphasis of this outing will be on the identification of 
trees before they are in leaf (although certain species may 
already be in bloom). Ellaine will choose an appropriate 
study area somewhere in the west end of Ottawa to conduct 
this outdoor workshop. Bring a lunch for this half-day trip. 


83 






Sunday 
19 April 
10:00 a.m. 
to 

1:00 p.m. 
% 


Sunday 
19 April 
6:30 a.m. 
to 

6:30 p.m. 


Friday 
24 April 
7:30 p.m. 


PRUNING AND PLANTING AFTER THE ICE STORM 
Speakers: From the Ottawa Chapter of Landscape Ontario. 
Meet: Fletcher Wildlife Garden Interpretive Centre. 
Landscape Ontario will gve a short informative talk about the 
basics of pruning. They will then lead participants on a tour 
of the Fletcher Garden to demonstrate techniques on how 
damaged trees should be primed. Advice will also be 
provided on replacement plantings for your porperty 
Pre-registration required. Contact Kent Petty of Precision 
Landscaping at 721-6337. 

BUS EXCURSION: HAWKS ALOFT AT DERBY HILL 
Leaders: Bob Bracken and Beraie Ladouceur 
Meet: Lincoln Height Galleria, northeast corner of the 
parking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road. 

Cost: $30.00 (PLEASE REGISTER EARLY; see Coming 
Events intro for details). 

When weather conditions are favourable, the spectacle of 
thousands of hawks migrating over Derby Hill, New York, 
is an amazing phenomenon well worth the long bus ride. 
Please bring proof of citizenship for entry into the United 
States. Optical equipment in new condition should be 
registered with Canada Customs in advance of the trip. The 
excursion will be cancelled on the day before if the weather 
forecast for the eastern end of Lake Ontario is particularly 
unfavourable. You will be notified of any change of plan. 
Transportation will be by a comfortable, washroom- 
equipped motor coach. 

OFNC SOIREE WINE AND CHEESE PARTY AND 

ANNUAL AWARDS CEREMONY 

Meet: Unitarian Church Hall, 30 Cleary Street. 

See the centrefold in the January-March 1998 issue for details 


BIRD WALKS FOR BEGINNERS 

The following walks of 3 or 4 hours duration are offered to novice birders. 


Saturday 

Time 

Place 

Leader 

May : I: : :: : : : : 

7:30 a.m. 

Britannia* 

Ken Allison 

May* 

7:30 a.m. 

Britannia* 

Doug Craig 

May 16 

7:30 a.m. 

Britannia* 

Jim Harris 

mmM 

7:30 a.m. 

Britannia* 

Don Davidson 


•Entrance gate to the Britannia Filtration Plant. 
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MAY EVENING STROLLS 


These four informal walks are offered to expand members’ general knowledge 
of local natural history. Children are most welcome on these outings. Bring 
waterproof footwear and insect repellent. 


Tuesday 

BRITANNIA WOODS CONSERVATION AREA 

5 May 

Leaden Dave Moore 

6:30 p.m. 

Meet: Lincoln Heights Galleria, northeast corner 

of the parking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road 

Thursday 

STONY SWAMP 

14 May 

Leaden Isabelle Nicol 

6:30 p.m. 

Meet: Lincoln Heights Galleria, northeast comer 

of the parking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road 

Tuesday 

TRILLIUM WOODS 

19 May 

Leaden Catherine O'Keefe 

6:30 p.m. 

Meet: Lincoln Heights Galleria, northeast comer 
of the parking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road. 

Tuesday 

LOCATION IN THE WEST END 

26 May 

TO BE ANNOUNCED 

6:30 p.m. 

Leaden Frank Pope 


Meet: Lincoln Heights Galleria, northeast comer 
of the {larking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road. 



Saturday 
9 May 
10:00 a.m. 
to 

1:00 p.m. 



INTERNATIONAL MIGRATORY BIRD DAY 
Meet: Fletcher Wildlife Garden Interpretive Centre. 
Celebrate this important day by visiting the FWG and 
participating in guided birding walks, examining our 
birding exhibits, picking up hand-outs on migratory 
birds, and discussing with our experts how to attract 
these birds to your own backyard. 
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Saturday 
9 May 
8:30 aan. 


Saturday 
and 
Sunday 
9 & 10 May 


SPRING BOTANY WALK 

IN THE SOUTH GLOUCESTER WOODS 

Leaders: Albert Dugal and Philip Martin 

Meet: K-Mart Store in Blossom Park on Highway 31 

(Bank Street South). 

**•* Four traffic lights south of the Hunt Club - Bank Street 
intersection. This general botany stroll in the South 
Gloucester Woods will visit several diverse habitats presently 
threatened by extensive urban development. The area is 
extremely rich in wildflowers and represents one of the best 
natural biomes in Ottawa-Carleton. Please bring a snack and 
waterproof footwear for this trip. 


EXCURSION: SPRUCE GROUSE IN ALGONQUIN PARK 
Leaden Colin Gaskell 

The primary focus of the excursion will be to observe the 
Ha-Triing courtship displays performed by Spruce Grouse 
during the breeding season. Moose and Gray Jays are among 
some of the other anticipated highlights. We may do some 
owling and watch the twilight aerial display of the American 
Woodcock on Saturday evening, weather permitting. 
Participants will leave Ottawa at 7:30 a.m. on Saturday and 
arrive at the Visitor Centre for lunch. Overnight 
accommodation will be provided at the Algonquin Parkway 
Inn in Whitney and the group will return to Ottawa by early 
Sunday evening. The approximate cost will be $45.00 for 
accommodation (based on double occupancy) plus meals 
and the shared cost of transportation by participants’ cars. 
The excursion is limited to 14 persons. Register by 
telephoning the Club number at 722-3050. 
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Tuesday 
12 May 
8:00 p.m. 


Sunday 
17 May 
8:30 a.m, 


Saturday 
23 May 
7:00 a.m. 


OFNC MONTHLY MEETING 

THE BROWN BEARS OF KAMCHATKA 

Speaker: Dick Russell 

Meet: Salon, third floor, Canadian Museum of Nature, 
Metcalfe and McLeod Streets. 

The Kamchatka Peninsula in Siberia boasts huge tracts of 
pristine wilderness and a reputation as the most volcano 
active region in the world. The resultant volcanic ash has 
produced excellent conditions for the establishment of 
nutritious food plants which, in combination with numerous 
salmon laden rivers, offer an ideal habitat for brown bears 
(large coastal grizzlies). Dick, a biologist with the Canadian 
Wildlife Service, is the son of Andy Russell, the renowned 
outdoor adventure writer and bear expert. His younger 
brother, Charlie, has authored a book on the Kermode bear 
(the rare white subspecies of the black bear) found on 
Princess Royal Island and is currently studying and filming 
brown bear populations in Kamchatka. Dick’s slide 
presentation will reveal intriguing highlights of this latest 
chapter in his family’s incurable fascination with bears. 

GENERAL INTEREST WALK AT MORRIS ISLAND 
Leaders: Dave Moore and Philip Martin 
Meet: Lincoln Heights Galleria, northeast corner of the 
parking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road. 

Join Dave and Philip for a leisurely walk on nature trails 
through the various woodland and water habitats at Morris 
Island Conservation Area. Birds, plants, insects, turtles and 
snakes will be the focus of this general interest outing. Please 
bring a lunch and your field guides to enjoy at this lovely 
haven for wildlife. 

WARBLERS OF THE GATINEAU HILLS 

Leaders: Bob Bracken and Chris Lewis 

Meet: Supreme Court Building, front entrance, Wellington at 

Kent Street. 

Come along with Bob and Chris and enjoy the splendor of 
spring in Gatineau Park on a search for breeding birds, in 
particular “the gems of the forest,” our wood warblers. The 
emphasis will be on identification by sight and song, as well 
as habitat selection. Highlights may include Cerulean and 
Mourning Warblers on territory. Bring a lunch and field 
guides and be prepared for varying weather conditions and 
the blackflies (the warblers love them!) 
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Saturday 
30 May 



Sunday 
31 May 
9:30 a.m. 
to 

11:30 a.m. 


Sunday 
31 May 
9-30 a.m, 


Thursday 
4 June 
6:00 a.m. 


24 HOUR TAVERNER CUP BIRDING COMPETITION 
Teams of competitive and recreational birders will be 
competing to find the most birds in eastern Ontario and 
western Quebec. Teams must submit their lists to Taverner 
officials at the Fletcher Wildlife Garden Interpretive Centre 
between 10:00 p.m. and midnight. Club members are 
welcome to join in the excitement! 

TAVERNER AWARDS BRUNCH 
Meet: In the auditiorium, Neatby Building. 

This event is open to participants, sponsors, Taverner 
volunteers, and invited guests. Club members wishing to 
attend should phone Jeff Harrison at 730-5968 before 
May 15. 

BUTTERFLIES OF SPRING 
Leaden Bob Bracken 

Meet: Lincoln Heights Galleria, northeast comer of the 
parking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road. 

This will be the first of two full-day butterfly excursions 
offered this year and a rare occasion to view some of the 
more specialized local species. Dusky Wings (including the 
rare Mottled Dusky Wing), the beautiful Olympia and the 
highly localized Elphins (of which four species may be 
encountered) will be our quarry. Remember to wear 
comfortable footwear and please bring a lunch, field guides 
and an insect net, if you have one. This trip will allow for 
easy walking at a relaxed pace and is open to persons of 
“All Ages,” children very much included. 

LATE SPRING MIGRANTS ALONG THE OTTAWA 
Leaden Bruce Di Labio 

Meet: Entrance gate to the Britannia Filtration Plant on 
Cassels Road. 

Indeed, it is the early birder that spots the warbler! Bruce 
will lead participants on this morning outing through the 
woods at Britannia with subsequent stops along the Ottawa 
River at the Des Chenes Rapids and Shirleys Bay. The focus 
of the outing will be on late spring migrants and birds on 
territory. 
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Saturday 
6 June 
9 JO a.m. 
to 

11:00 a.m. 



Sunday 
7 June 
8:00 a.m. 


Tuesday 
9 June 
8:00 p.m. 


NATIVE PLANT EXCHANGE 

Meet: Fletcher Wildlife Garden Interpretive Centre. 

Club members and the general public are encouraged to 
donate their surplus native plants for the plant exchange. 
Please bring your plants in plastic pots no later than 9:30 
a.m. Plants will be sold for $1.00 each, but donators of plants 
will be entitled to one plant for each one donated. Proceeds 
will go to the FWG. Please participate and help to get this 
important exchange off on the right foot. The greater variety 
of plant material available the better! If you are in doubt 
about anything contact Jeff Harrison at 730-5968. 

BLUEBIRDS IN LANARK COUNTY 
Leaden Carson Thompson 

Meet: Sears, Carlingwood Shopping Centre, south side, 
Carling at Woodroffe Avenue. 

Participants will drive to the Perth Wildlife Preserve where 
they will be met by Carson Thompson who manages the 
property on behalf of the Rideau Valley Conservation 
Authority. The group will then proceed along an established 
bluebird trail before visiting a sizeable heronry at Mills Lake 
in North Burgess Township. Many interesting species of 
birds, plants and insects should be encountered on the trip. 
Bring a lunch to enjoy in picturesque Lanark County. 


OFNC MONTHLY MEETING 

BIRDS OF PREY: “HUNTERS ON THE WIND” 

Speaker: Jo Ellen Cushing 

Meet: Community Gallery, third floor, east wing, Canadian 
Museum of Nature, Metcalfe and McLeod Streets. 
Following a career as a conservation officer, Jo Ellen 
Cushing settled with her husband Geoffrey in the hills of 
western Quebec to raise their family and create an idyllic 
nature retreat named Cushing Lodge. Her lifelong 
fascination with birds of prey, in combination with a deep 
passion for conservation, led to the establishment in 1994 of 
“Cushing Mews” as an educational breeding facility for 
eagles, hawks and owls. Jo Ellen will discuss the centre’s 
“breed and release” program for endangered species and its 
goal of promoting greater conservation awareness through 
education. As an added bonus, “Casper” the barn owl will 
be on hand to enrapture you with his raptorial splendor. 
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Saturday 
13 June 
4:30 a.m. 


Sunday 
14 June 
9:00 a.m. 


Saturday 
20 June 
9:00 a.m. 


DAWN CHORUS AT THE RICHMOND FEN 
Leaden Monty Brigham 

Meet: Tim Horton Donuts, south side of Robertson Road 
(i.e., Old Hwy. 7) between the Richmond Road turnoff and 
Moodie Drive in Bells Corners. 

A splendid opportunity to see and hear fascinating species 
of birds that breed in the woods on the periphery of the 
Richmond Fen in the company of an expert in the realm of 
nature recording. Waterproof footwear and insect repellent 
are absolutely essential for this outing. 

DAMSELS AND DRAGONS 
Leaders: Bob Bracken and Chris Lewis 
Meet: Lincoln Heights Galleria, northeast comer of the 
parking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road. 

Just as last year, this trip promises to be an eye-opener with 
a lot of fun guaranteed! Few naturalists are familiar with the 
fantastic array of damselflies and dragonflies in our area. 

The objective of this outing will be to introduce (or 
reintroduce) members of our group to this specialized fauna. 
Participants will learn to recognize many of the more 
common and spectacular species. Don’t worry about field 
guides (the leaders will have copies on hand). An insect net 
would be a definite asset and bring along a lunch but please, 
no insect repellent... these flighty characters find it 
repellent! Kids are most welcome on this outing. 

FISH-WATCHING: 

A NOVEL PURSUIT FOR NATURALISTS 

Leaders: Bob Bracken and Chris Lewis 

Meet: Supreme Court Building, front entrance, Wellington 

at Kent Street. 

Learn how to identify some of our common species of fish by 
merely looking into the water. No, you don’t have to capture 
them ... a pair of binoculars and a bit of patience are all that 
is required. At Pink Lake in Gatineau Park, the group will 
see the breeding stages of the fathead minnow, the northern 
redbelly dace and, possibly, the three-spined stickleback 
which is rare in the region. The trip will end up at the ponds 
at Andrew Haydon Park where a seine net will be employed 
(conditions being favourable) to provide participants with a 
close-up view of these often ignored vertebrates. Please leave 
your rod and reel at home on this half-day outing but bring 
along a sardine sandwich! The trip may be rescheduled if the 
weather conditions are poor. 
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Saturday 
20 June 
10:00 a.m. 
to 

12:00 a.m. 


Sunday 
5 July 
9:00 a.m. 


Sunday 
12 July 
8:00 a.m. 
to 

8:00 p.m. 


“THE BUTTERFLIES OF CANADA” 

Leaders: Ross Layberry, Peter Hall, Don Lafontaine 
Meet: Fletcher Wildlife Garden Interpretive Centre. 

The authors of this recently released comprehensive guide 
will present an illustrated talk and lead participants on a 
habitat tour at the FWG. The Ottawa District has almost 
one-third of the total number of butterfly species found in 
Can a da About 30 of these have been seen at the FWG. 

BUTTERFLIES OF SUMMER 
Leaden Bob Bracken 

Meet: Lincoln Height Galleria, northeast corner of the 
parking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road. 

This will be the last scheduled opportunity this season for 
Club members to come out and enjoy these fascinating and 
beautiful insects. In the past, this trip has focused on some 
of the wetland specialties such as the rare Two Spotted and 
Dion Skippers, as well as the Baltimore, one of the most 
spectacular butterflies found in the Ottawa District. If 
weather conditions are favourable, we expect to see 30 
species. The emphasis, as always, will be on field recognition 
mixed with a lot of fun. Bring along your children, a lunch 
and a net, if you have one. 

BUS EXCURSION: CHAFFEY’S LOCKS 
Leaders: Peter Hall and Bob Bracken 
Meet: Lincoln Heights Galleria, northeast comer of the 
parking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road. 

Cost: $25.00 (includes transportation, trail fees and a 
B.B.Q. supper at the Biology Station). 

(PLEASE REGISTER EARLY; see Coming Events 
introduction for details). 

This excursion features a visit to the Queen’s University 
Biology Station as well as the trails, beach and facilities 
of the Skycroft Outdoor Centre. This area of the Rideau 
Lakes district represents a transition zone where many 
southern species of plants and animals reach their northern 
limi t Highlights may include Cerulean and Golden-winged 
Warblers, Black-billed Cuckoos and the Black Rat Snake, 
as well as rare ferns and butterflies. A boat trip to observe 
Ospreys and Common Loons on Lake Opinicon may also be 
arranged. A barbeque supper with salads and dessert will be 
held in the late afternoon before the return trip to Ottawa. 
Remember to bring your own lunch and a drink, binoculars 
and a bathing suit. 
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Saturday 
18 July 
8:30 a.m. 


Sunday 
19 July 
1:00 p.m, 


Sunday 
26 July 
9:00 a.m. 


THE DRAGONS OF MORRIS ISLAND 

- A JOINT OUTING WITH 

THE MACNAMARA FIELD NATURALISTS 

Leaders: Bob Bracken and Chris Lewis 

Meet: Lincoln Heights Galleria, northeast corner of the 

parking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road. 

This will be the second of three planned summer field trips 
to enjoy an oft overlooked and ancient fauna - the Odonata. 
The Morris Island Conservation Area continues to be one 
of the most rewarding places to hunt for dragonflies. It offers 
a fantastic variety of species and habitats (55 species have 
been recorded to date) and promises a good time for alL 
Join Chris and Bob and your fellow naturalists from the 
Amprior club in exploring for these amazing insects in a 
s hinning natural environment. Bring along a lunch and an 
insect net, if you have one, and try out your skill in capturing 
one of these dragons from the past! Again, children are most 
welcome on this outing. 

FERN IDENTIFICATION FIELD TRIP 
Leaden Bill Arthurs 

Meet: Elmvale Shopping Centre, northeast comer of the 
parking lot, St. Laurent Boulevard at Smyth Road. 

This will be an afternoon general botanical walk in the Mer 
Bleue Conservation Area with a special emphasis on some 
of the local fern species. 

SHRUBS OF THE MER BLEUE 
Leaden Bob Bracken 

Meet: Supreme Court Building, front entrance, Wellington 
at Kent Street. 

This outing is intended to discover and appreciate many 
of the common woodland species of shrubs and trees that 
inhabit fens and bogs. The Mer Bleue Conservation Area 
offers an incredible opportunity to access (with dry feet) 
a large wetland complex with its inherent variety of plants. 
The group should encounter more than 60 species on our 
quest to become famili ar with the “woody” flora of this very 
special area. Interesting herbaceous plants will also be 
identified and enjoyed. Please bring along a lunch and any 
appropriate field guides you may wish to consult. 
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A Special Event 

1998 marks the 50th year of Bill Cody serving as Business Manager of 
The Canadian Field-Naturalist and as a member of Council. 

To acknowledge the half-century anniversary of unique contribution to 
our Club, a special event is being planned in Bill’s honour. An informal 
social gathering is being arranged for September. Come out and show 
Bill how much we appreciate having him around. 

Watch for more details in the next issue of Trail & Landscape . n 


'* The Butterflies of Canada'* 


OFNC members are invited to attend the official launch of “The Butterflies 
of Canada” in the main foyer of the Canadian Museum of Nature, Metcalfe 
and McLeod Streets, Tuesday April 21 st . This book, published by University 
of Toronto Press and the National Research Council, was partially sponsored 
by our Club. The three authors, Ross Layberry, Peter Hall and Don Lafontaine 
(all OFNC members) will be on hand to sign copies and give a slide present¬ 
ation. 

Refreshments at 7:00 p.m. Slide Presentation at 7:45 n 


ANY ARTICLES FOR TRAIL & LANDSCAPE? 

Have you been on an interesting field trip or made some unusual observations 
recently? Is there a colony of rare plants or a nesting site that needs protection? 
Write up your thoughts and send them to Trail & Landscape. If you have access 
to an IBM or IBM-compatible computer using 5.25 or 3.5 inch diskettes, all the 
better. If you don’t, we will happily receive submissions in any form—typed, 
written, printed or painted! 


Trail & Landscape Circulation 

Michael Murphy 
Mailing Team Co-ordinator 

Circulation of Volume 32, Number 1, January March 1998 was as follows: a 
total of 962 copies mailed, 944 to members and subscribing libraries locally 
and across Canada, 14 to the United States and 4 to other foreign countries. 13 

DEADLINE: Material intended for the July-September 1998 issue must be in the 

editor's hands by May IS, 1998. Mail your manuscripts to: 

Fenja Brodo, Editor, Trail & Landscape, 28 Benson Street, Nepean, Ontario, K2E 5J5 
H: (613) 723-2054; Fax: (613) 364-4027. 
e-mail fbrodo@cyberus.ca 
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